(i Germany and the outbreak of the Second World War 


WAS HITLER TO BLAME POR THE SECOND 
‘WORLD WAR? 
Hitler had made the airas of his foreign poticy 
perfectly clear in his book Mein Kampf As a first 
he intended to unke alt German-speaking 
Deon. This went against the terins ofthe Treaty 
of Versailes, but one reason for Hitlers popularity 
in Germany was his determination to reject the 
treaty. The 
neo one Reich (one state) would be to build an 
empice, Hitler wrote in Mein Kamps, When the 
Territory of the Reich embraces all Germans, only 
then can the right arise, from the nood of the 
people, to acquire foreign territory.’ This foreign 
territory, which be caked “Lekenrosrn! — living 
space ~ would probably be in exstern Europe It 
‘would be seized from people like the Poles and 
Russians, whom Hitler regarded as inerios, 

Thi policy of expansion would be bound to 
lead, sooner oF later, 1o war, Hitler’ plan for the 
‘Nari state was that it should be totally oreanised 
for waz Foreign observers and Germans close 10 
Mitler were quite clear ubout this, 

‘Who else was to blame? 

Wt would be wrong to think that Hider had a 
detailed and clever ‘master-plan’. As Source 1B 
Shows, he had nig idea when war woulkl come He 
showed preat skill at creating opportunities and 
rmaing the best of them. But other tucwors played 


their part: probloms with the terms of the Treaty of 
‘Versailles; many countries were suspicious of the 
USSR; the French were always hostile o Germany, 
Britain was reluctant to statd up to Fides. Ia the 
“Steps to war" which follow, think about where 
blame lies at each point 

‘STEPS TO WAR, 1953-1937 

1, LEAVING THE LEAGUE, 1933 

‘One of Hitler's first actions was to leave the 
League of Nations. The League bad been bern 
out of the Versailles humiliation, and Hitler 
‘wanted no part in it. This action made it obvious 
that if Hitler was going to be stopred, it would 
not be through the League. 

2. GERMANY'S NEIGHBOURS 

‘All Europe teeme! united in opposing him, The 
weaker countries with German minorities ike 
Poland and Ceechoslovakia, which might have 
been among his first cargets, were closely linked in 
alliance to France. Of course, Hitler’ propaganda 
friachine tried to show that these alliances heramed 
‘Germany in, Hitler also used thera as an exeuse for 
3 AUSTRIA, 1936 

“The invasion of Austria womld be the mast likely 
Fist step in Hider's plan to uni all Gerrans into 


‘one sate Austria was not only German-speaking 
it was also Hitler's own birthplace In 1934, he 
aatranged for Austrian Nazis to kill he Austrian 
Chancellor, Dollfuss. The Nazis then invited Hitler 
to become ruler of Avsteia, The attempt failed, 
Iowever, when Mussolini sent Italian troops to the 
Austrian border to prevent a Gemian take-over 
‘Mussolini was suspicious of Hitler at that stage, 
and Germany was 100 weak to undertake a war 
with anyone, so Hitler backed down. This shows 
his ability 10 crente opportunities, even up to the 
point of assassination, but also shows that he was 
rot alwavs successful, The Dollfuss affair taueht 
Hitler that he would have vo increase Germaty’s 
strength and make an ally of Mussolini 
4 REARMAMENT. 
The rearmament of Germany continved at speed 
through the 1938s, By 1835, for example, 
Goering had built up an air foros, the Lufhuayje 
Military service was introduced, and the German 
army provided itself with the latest weapons, espe 
cially tanks Pocket battleships — that i fist, 
heavily armed warships and a number of 
submarines, were built. AN this was, of cours, 
contrary to the terms decided at Versailles 
However, some countries, particularly Britain, now 
felt that the terms ofthe treaty were too harsh, why 
shoulde't Germany be allowed to have reasonable 
armed forces like every ather country? 

“The disarmament of Germany in 1919 had not 
been followed by disarmament of the other 


‘powers Several disarmament conferences had been| 
held, but no real disarming had actually taken 
place, The old problems of mistrust remained, In 
1935, Gerinaay was atl only building up i forces 
fand did not yet representa threat 

The Depression af the 18¥s added strength to 
this view: several countries were solving. their 
Uulempioyment problems by strengthening. theie 
armed forces and giving government contracts to 
farms factories. IF it solved Germany's unemploy 
‘ent problems, then could. Hier be blamed? 
Fravee for example, was building a buge defence 
‘stem, called the Maginot Line, all along the 
Franco-Geruan frontice (se Map 12-1). Hitler, of 
course, made a great deal of propaganda out of the 
‘unfaienest” af Germany's position 

Tn 1935, Britain, France and Naly mict at 
esa, aud al three condemned German actions in 
Austria, However, in the same year, as we fave 
seen, the Anglo-German naval agreement was 
signed, ty ‘sbich Britain agreed 10 allow the 
German navy to grow in size up 10 33% of the 
renath of the British savy, Thus the unity shown 
at Stresa was soon broken Mussolin's invasion of 
Ethiopia in the same year broke it till further 
Britain and France opposed the invasiow, then 
‘tied to make a deal with Muazolini (oe Chapter 
HL page 119). Even so, Mussolini looked around 
fot another aly, 
5. THE RHINELAND, 1936 
The storm over Ethiopia provided a smoke-sereen 


Tor Hiller’ nest action: “he reoecupation of the 
Rhinoland (ee Map 12-1). The Rhineland had 
‘been demnlitarised by the Treaty of Versailles: that 
{no soldiers were allowed in te azea. 

In March 1936, German troops marched 
confidently into the Bhinsland, but Hitler and his 
szenerals were far from confident. 

‘he Kelchstag, more tense than Thave 
lover felts began promptly at noon, 
General Blomberg, the War Minister, 
‘ius as white ne @ sheet ate fornbled 
ervously with his fingsrs. Hier began 
‘wath a long harangue about the 
{nfustion of tha Versailles treaty and 
the pencefuiness of the German people 
‘Then. In the sntereste of the poumieiee 
rights of its people to the secunity of 
thialr defence, tie German government 
fiat reestablished froen todayy abeatite 
land unrestricted sovaneienty in the 
Gemiliiarieed sone" 

‘Now the si Bundved deputies, all 
erschal appointees of Hitter, ite men 
with big bedieg and bulging Hecke ana 
‘oropped hair and poushed bellow apd 
luruwn uniforms and heavy bonks, ttle 
sminn of lay in hie ine hands, leap to 
Ui foot, thoir right arma outetretahod 
4m the Naat saluto and succam "Hall. 
‘Wao a lon timo befure tho chooring 
‘Stopped. A few ganerais made thelr 
‘way: out. Behind theit giles, you ecules 
not help datecting nervousness 

‘Nant day Hitler haa got aveay with 1. 


‘Franon is not marching... . No wonder 
the faces of Goering and iiombong wore 
allsmiles at noon. . Oh, the stupidity 
(or is Ie the paralysis?) of te French. 1 
lwacnt voday that the German troops 
ind strict orders to bent a hasty retreat 
Ifthe French army opposed them in 
ang way, 

Willam Sharer, Bertin Diary, published 1981 


Williams Shirer in Source 2R was auite correct: i 
the German troops had met any oppasition in the 
reoccupation of the Rhincland, they would have 
been withdrawn, German rearmament had not ye, 
made Germany strong enough ¢o oppose France 
‘Why did the French do nothing? Thee were 
several reasons, Prance itself was split into several 
groups which were struggling for power. No 
lunited poliey was possible Britain would mot help 
France The French generals had decided to rely of 
a purely delensive potiey and to put their tutti 
the Maginot Line. Several French generals. were 
sympathetic to Fascism and. ot hostile to Hitler 
AIL of these facts added up to a lack of will vo take 
the instative. 
6, THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR 
In the same year, 1936, the Spanish Civil War 
broke out. The rightaving General Franco led a 
armed rebellion against the Spanish Republican 
government. This gave a further twist 10 eventt 
‘hich was very much to Hitlers advantage, Hitler 
and Mussolini regarded the rebellion of General 


Franco as part of the fight against Communism. 
Both set men and supplies in large quantities 10 
help Frauico, The first cities to feel the horror of a 
(German bombing raid were in Republican Spain. 
‘The attitude of France and Britain was non 
intervention — that is not to belp either side 
‘Mussolinis disagreement with Britain and France 
over Ethiopia brought him closer to Hider, £0 1936 
they signed an alliance: the Reme-Berlin. Axis 
Later the same year, Hitler signed an alliance with 
Japan called the AntiComintern Pact. This was 
almed against Russia, Mussolini joined the Anti. 
Comintern pact in 1937, and che fine-up of one of 
the sides in the Second World War was complete 
German rearmament continued. There was 
ow no doubt about Germany entching up with 
Britain and France. Hisler was spending tice as 
much as Britain and France combined on his army, 
avy and air forve. The German armed forces were 
oon much stronger then theirs Dr Hans Schacht, 
Hitler's Economics Minister was putting the 
German economy on 4 war footing, Hitler was 
replacing generals who were not prepared to risk 
‘war lo achieve his aims with those who were, Relac- 
‘antl, Britain and France began to rearm, 
7 THE ANNENATION OF AUSTRIA, 1938, 
In March 1938, Hitler ordered the Austrian Nazis 
to stir up trouble inside Auscria, The Austrian 
Chancellor, Kurt vor Schuschnigs, wus forced 10 
make three Austrian Nazis ministers. Hitler’ bully 
ing of Schuschnigg shows how Germany was now 


(sing its strengths "You, Herr Schuschaigg, have 
done everything to avoid a Triendly policy, The 
Gegnas Reich is one of the Great Powers and no 
‘ond will raise his voice if it settes its bardes probe 
Jema Traly?T see eye to eye with Mussolini 
England? England will not move one Finger for 
Austia. France? France could have stopped 
Germany in the Rhineland, but it is too late for 
France, Thinle is aver, Herr Schuschnigg, 
‘over well I can daly wait until this afterngon." 
Seluschuigg ordered a plebiscite 10 be liad in 
‘Austria: a natiopal vote to see if Austrians wanted 
tw be part of Germany, This could have made 
Hitler look Toolish, s0 German troaps occupied. 
‘Austria before the picbiscite could be held, This act 
of annexation was known as the Anschuse. I this 
‘way, the rst pce of foreign territory was added to 
Germany the first of many, Schuschnigg was sent 
0 a concentration camp, and an extermination 
camp was icmediately set up at Mauthausen to 
eal with Austrian Jeu. 
§, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 193811939 
The next countey on Hitler’ list did not have 
to wait long, The Germanspeaking fringe of 
Ceechoslovakia was called the Sudetenland (See 
Map 12.2). Hitler called on Henlein, leader of the 
Sudetenland Nazis, to stir up trouble there The 
German papers began to publish anti-Czesh 
propaganda, accusing the C2echs of persecuting 
Germans; for example’ “Bloody regiine — new 
Czech murders of Germans’, However, Czsehoslo- 
vakia was a democratic country with a determined 


President to lead it, Benes, a sunng anny and 
alliances with Britain, France and Russia. Hider 
Continued to threaten Wer. It seemed asif the whole 
continent would be drasned into war asain, 

40 APPEASEMENT 

‘At thls point, the British Prime Minister stepped 
into the situation Neville Chamberlain flew to 
meet Hitler at Berchtesgaden to see if peace could 
be achieved by discussion, Hitler was willing to 
talk #f he could get what he Wanted without 
fighting so much the better. He demanded the 
‘Sudetenland for Germany, on the grounds shat it 
‘was a German-speaking area, Chamberlain agreed, 
is view was that Hiller did Rave certain reason- 
able demands and that war cauld be avoided by 
siving Hitler what he wanted. This atieude iscalled 
Bppeasement. 

‘Ata second meeting between the two, however, 
idler acepped up the (uf, pretending to be about 
to go to war. In desperation, Chamberlain and 
‘Mussolini called a third meeting, at Munich. Here, 
representatives of Germany, Britain, France and 
Italy agreed to hand the Sudetenland over to 
Germany. This was done, and Czechoslovakia was 
Weakened a3 a result, Poland and Hungary also 
took the opportunity to seize parts of the country 
at the sams time (see Map 12-2). Six months later, 
in March 1939, Hitler’ army marched into the rest 
‘of Czechoslovakia: the promises he had made at 
Munich were obviously not worth anything a all 

‘Why did Chamberlain adopt this policy of 
appeasement! In the years sinos 1938, he has been 


Theavily erifeised fori However trust be remem= 
bered that Chamberlain was regarded as a hero in 
Britain when he returned home, His hatred of war 
Was shared by niost ofthe British people 
Chersbertarn im 1938, Before meedine Hitler 
How horribie, fantastic, incredible it is 
that. we should be digging trenches aad 
‘eying on gut-masies here, because of a 
chanel ina far-off equity oetmeon 
People of whom we know nothing. 
Chamberlain again: Lamm myself a man of 
‘Peace to the depths a my soul, Armed 
conflie botwoat nations is a nightnare 
{ome But if? weve sonvinewd that aiiy 
‘nation had made up Its mind to 
ominate the world by fear of its tones, 
T should feel that it must be resiated, 
Aareement signed at Munich, September 1958: 
‘We, the Genman Fohren and the British 
Prime Minister regard Ue 
agreement signed last nigh: as 
‘syinbolle of the desire of our two 
peoples never to go to war with ane 
Shother again. 
‘we are detarmined to continue our 
‘fforts vo remove possibie souroes of 
‘Gtterence and thus to contribute to 
{assure ste poaoe of Burope, 
“Adolf Hitier, Neville Chambertain 
Chamberlain and the British people were 
anxious to avoid war if at all possible. British 
government statistics had estimated that German 
Dombing would kill 1.8 million British people ia 


governinent statistics fad estimated tha German 
bombing would kill L 8 million British people in 
the First 6® days of war, (tis also true that Britain 
simply did not have the weapons, planes, guns o 
tanks for a large-scale war in 1948. Chamberlain 
felt that if Yair could not be avoided, at least it 
could be postponed far as long as possible until 
Britain was prepared. On the other hand, some 
Britich people sympathised with Hitler at this 
stage: they felt that Germany had been badly 
treated at Versailles, They also felt that Russia was 
fa much greater menace than Hitler and admired 
Hitler's “antiCommunist stand. Only a few 
Labour MPs and a few Conservatives, led by 
Winston Churchill and Anthony Fen, opposed 
fappensement. The Worst aspect of appeasement, 
however, wee chat Chamberlain was prepared to 
allow the destruction of Czechoslovakia in order to 
‘preserve peace. Britain pur its world emoice before 
Garofl country’ and “people of whora we know 
nothing’ the unfortunate Crochs. 

Tn the end, both Chamberiain and Hivler 
‘completely minindessteod each other Chamber 
Tain thought that Hitler was a trustworthy, honest 
aensleman like himself, Thus, when Hitler said, at 
Munich: "have no fuether territorial demands to 
make in Furope’, Chamberlain believed hia, and 
‘said it meant "peace in our time’. Chamberiais felt 
that Hitler had a few reasonable requests to make 
which, iF granted, would be the end of the matter 
For his part, Hitler misunderstood Chamberlain 
too: he thought the British were completely 


Gpincless and would never go ta wan, He ignared 
the view expressed in Source 3B that in the end, 
Britain would act, When it became clear in March 
1939 that appeasement had failed, Chaanberlain 
joined France in alliance with Poland, Hite. 
having outwitted Chamberlain at Munich, refused 
to believe that the British would go to war for he 
sake of Poland, 
LI. THE NAZI-SOVIET PACT, 1939 
Poland was obviously to be Hitler's next vietim. 
The only country which could effectively stop 
Hitler ftom selzing Poland was Russia. Stalin had, 
in fact, been frantically trying to join Britain and 
France in an alliance against Hitler. These two 
countries however, refused to have anything to do 
‘with Coromunist Russia To desperation, therefore, 
‘Stalin signed a Non-Aggression Pact with Hitler 
both sides agreed not to attack the other. The Nazi 
Soviet Pact, as it was called, also contained secret 
‘clauses agreeing to earve up Poland between them. 
‘The fest of the world could hardly believe this 
tum of events, Hare were two dictators io were 
sworn enemies (as the eartoon, Source 5, suggests), 
‘aking an alliance The Nazi- Soviet Pact made the 
Second World War inevitable, because of Britain 
find France's alliance wath Poland. The Pact only 
lasted two years and then Hitler attacked the 
USSR, The war between them broke Hitler’ rule 
land propelled the USSIE to superpower status for 
50 years afterwards. 


12 THE OUTBREAK OF WAR 
in September 1939, Hitler launched bis attack 
on Poland. Within a few wasks, Poland was defeat. 
fed and divided up between the two dictators, 25 
agroed. “By thon, However, “10 Hitle’s surprise, 
Bruain and France fad deelaged var on Germany, 


7 SOURCE A 

‘The general impression was Hist the 
majomiiy of the Conservative) Party ave at 
heave antt-League and anu Russian arid that 
‘what they would really ike would be a 
fagroemen’ with Hier hy whlat we oo. 
Duy peace ah the expenge of the spalle 
sates 

From Marald Nicolsn's Days, 16 July 1936 


SOURCE B 

rom the day Hitler oame to powee, | have 
fol that the demiceratic oostmes woud 
hava to face wean, I balieve be was Yalean too 
cheap... cannut seo any way of stopping 
‘Ener except wy fares, 

rest Bevin, Labour MP, speaking 

‘a Match 1937 


